Toward standardization of health information.
NCVHS has made recommendations to the DHHS to standardize 42 core health data elements, a number of which relate to medical conditions and services. The committee has asked the DHHS Data Council to actively promote, both within the department and externally, standardization of data elements and definitions where substantial consensus already exists. For those elements that have been recognized as significant core data elements, but for which there is not consensus on approach or definition, the NCVHS is recommending that the Data Council support the formation of a public-private working group to conduct further study and evaluation. This group, or a separate group, could also be the focus for evaluating additions to the list of core data elements and for setting up methods for testing and promulgating the final products. The coming 12-18 months will be exceedingly important for health data standardization efforts in the US as the DHHS responds to both the NCVHS recommendations and the legislation recently enacted by Congress.